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In limiting the parentage of Modern English
Liberalism of a Eadical or democratic type to
Eousseau and Bentham, the author has left out
of sight what is assuredly a much more important
factor than any speculative, literary,' or philosophic
matter whatever. " Englishmen," he says truly,
" are wont to be content with the rough rule of
success or failure as the test of right or wrong
In national undertakings/' The same habit of
niind and temper marks the attitude of English-
men towards their national institutions. They
look to success and failure, they take the measure
of things from results, they consult the practical
working of the machine, they will only go to
school with experience. "We cannot find the
proof that a priori Radicalism ever at any time
got a real hold of any considerable mass of the
people of this country, or that any of the great
innovations in domestic policy since the end
of Lord Liverpool's administration have been
inspired or guided by Eousseauite assumptions.
Godwin, whose book on Political Justice was foi
a long time the great literary fountain of English
Radicalism, owed quite as much to the utilitarian
Helve* tius as to the sentimental Eousseau. Nor